Thames Gateway Development Corporation as they now
handle applications in Thurrock measuring over a hectare. Our
plans still had to be considered by the council for a
recommendation, this time a new committee voted
unanimously in favour of our application. The development
corporation had wasted no time in dealing with our case and in
a matter of weeks we went through a series of meetings and
site visits. At the nerve wracking hearing the committee
decided we needed to submit a business plan to prove our
sustainability before passing our application so deferred the
decision until the next hearing. Steve Ireland, our chairman,
volunteered for the task and completed this additional
information. On this occasion the Gateway Committee went
against their planning officer's recommendation and decided
that we did have the exceptional circumstances required in
order to build in the greenbelt. Yippee!

Undoubtedly our success has been not only due to the fact
that we are already well established with a proven track record
but also from the tremendous support our hospital plans
gained from the public and other expert organisations. We
obtained wonderful references from Angela Smith MP,

RSPCA, RSPB, Writtle Agricultural College, Peter Harvey BSC,
Zoological Society of London, Essex Badger Group, Thurrock
Wildlife Society, Secret World, The Fox Project, npower,
Tigress Television Productions, Riverside and Goddards
Veterinary Surgeries.

In addition our members and supporters collected an
incredible 26,000 signatures on our petition!

Now given the go-ahead the new hospital in Orsett will look
like this.

charities.

The judges from npower,
Gary Sharp and Sue
Butcher, must have
thought us worthy of the
award when they came to
visit despite Dennis telling
them off for walking on the
clean floor!

Sua & her Dad receiva the award al the caramany

Thank you so much to everyone who contributed and gave
support; thank you for wanting our charity to continue and
grow; thank you for showing those in authority who produce
planning policies for the community that wildlife does count,
and thank you for caring for those animals that need our
help. Now our hospital has the secure future that our
patients need and deserve.

Now of course begins the challenge of raising more funds
towards our project. We have, I'm pleased to say, sufficient
funds to cover a majority of the building costs but it goes
without saying the more money we have the better the end
result will be.

Groundwork, fencing and landscaping can be expensive,
although | suspect equipping our new facilities will also take
a hefty nip out of the budget! Consequently we should like to
appeal to anyone who can assist with our mission to please
get in touch; we would love to hear from you. There are
already several people, companies and charitable
organisations who have earned their own plaque to be
displayed at reception or an enclosure (e.g. an aviary) of
their choice! Potential volunteers, fundraising co-ordinators
and equipment suppliers or anyone who would like to
contact us for further information can do so on the hospital
telephone number. Many thanks of course to all who have
already, and continue to help us going year after year.

Lucy, one of our work experience students,
hand feeding a poorly badger cub.

Despite his injuries he was rehabilitated with
several other cubs.






